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Engineering students create collaborative playground

Young Lee

Assaciate Features Editor

John Turner had a problem. He
had an engineering spirit but no
place to exercise it.

Turner, a senior in mechanical en-
gineering, wanted to design wind-
up fleating ducks for an engineering
design course, but some of the tools
that the project required were un-
available to students. Unwilling to
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sit back and see his design dreams
wither away, Turner sought out like-
minded students to find a solution.

The fruits of Turner’s efforts
would become one of the most
universally lauded student organi-
zations on campus: Open Hardware
Makerspace.

Turner didn’t have to look fal to
find students with similar frustra-
tions — he found plenty of stu-
dents voicing their frustrations on

Moodle.

“Here at State all I've found are
the design shops in Leazar [that] I'm
not allowed to use because I'm not
in design school,” one student said.
“I can’t use the amazing facilities in
the basement of Engineering Build-
ing III period until I get to senior
design — which seems to be the onfy
time in our degree plan we do any

“actual hands-on work.”

In August 2011, OHM was born
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with funding from the Institute of
Emerging Issues, help from Open
Design Lab and vocal support from
many other campus organizations.

This support has enabled OHM
to purchase additional equipment
including the most recent addition:
a 3-D printer.

“It’'s important to learn skills and
have fun,” Turner said. “One of the
goals we have once we finish our 3-D
printer is to try to print with choco-

late. And that’s just cool. You don’t
have to be an engineer to appreciate
that. Come Valentine’s Day, custom
chocolates. C'mon!”

It is this combination of engineer-
ing prowess and light-hearted fun
that has attracted the interest of par-
ties outside of the Wolfpack com-
munity and has allowed the club to
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expand its role and reach out
to the Triangle community
to spark children’s interests
in science, technology, en-
gineering, mathematics and
des{fgxl fields.

W%ithin the past year, OHM
hdsigrown szgmﬁcantly in
nunﬂ)ex More than 70 stu-

dents

school a show it to kids, that’s
pretty cool. It shows what you
can do with education. If you
show where education can
lead, it really motivates.” )
However, according to Al-
exandra La Pierre, a fresh-
man in engineering, the club

. also helps to relax and moti-

vate college students.

“Most of s that go are busy
most of the time,” La Pierre
said. “We do a lot of home-
: work and

“...we want to be
" “‘a. space where you
can collaborate,
experiment, create
with a bunch of
other hobbyists...”

John Turner, senior in
mechanical engineering

studying,

50 it’s nice
to just take
a couple

of the week
and go and
meet people
that think
the way you
do and to
have cre-
ative ideas

Su.
‘cool project,
s go ahead and show it off
atlocal schools Turner said.
Ir\] working on building a

plasma speaker right now
‘that uses a spark to produce
sound. You take that into a

and be able
to exper;ment with new
technologies while bring-
ing something unique to the
table.”

Bridging disciplines to spur
on the development of stu-
dents is something that the
club is trying to emphésize
this year. Turner said there
are a few business majors who
expressed interest in the club
because they needed to con-
nect with engineers to help
realize their project goals.

“Let’s go ahead and develop

hours out.

* of humanities and sciences,”

the skills of those business
majors to make them more
powerful on their own [and]|
let’s be a place where we can
share ideas and work on stuff
together,” Turner said. “A lot
of new technologies are final-
ly reaching the point where
they’re reasonably afford-
able. We want to be a space
where you can collaborate,
experiment, and create with
abunch of other hobbyists ...
to prepare our students to be
leaders in their jobs as these
new technologies start enter-
ing the workplace and start
entering our lives.”

According to David Rieder,
associate professor of English,
bridging these disciplines
will be an essential skill if
students hope to succeed in
a future that emphasizes col-
laboration.

“This group gives an op-
portunity for students to
cross the traditional divide
between ‘the two cultures’

Rieder said. “[These are]
cultures that have been de-
scribed as separate and dis-
tinct, but especially on cam-
puses like this one they are
increasingly collaborating
and connecting.”




